PREPARATIONS FOR BATTLE.        221

of attacking the King of Ashantee's own band.
This point, however, was finally settled by an ar-
rangement which satisfied all parties; it was de-
cided that the King of Akimboo should take the
extreme right, while the King of Dunkara and the
Queen of Akim should occupy the extreme left.
Their zealous aspirations, notwithstanding their
ardour, were disappointed after all, for the King of
Ashantee hearing that the white men filled the
central position of the European lines, chose that
point for his own attack, on account of the great
honour which he hoped to acquire by meeting the
English in person.

The officers and gentlemen engaipJ in the
battle were Lieut.-colonel Edward Purden, com-
manding the whole, Captains Kingston and Rogers,
and Lieutenant Calder, of the Royal African Corps;
Dr. Young, of the staff; Mr. Henry Richter, mer-

appropriate harangue, and waving at the same time a gold-hilted
sword in one hand, and an elephant's tail (the emblem of royalty), in
the other, with a necklace, well adapted for the occasion, composed
of a string of musket balls. This heroine said to some of our coun-
trymen, who called on her the day before the battle, " Osay has
driven me from my country because he thought me weak, but he is
mistaken; for, although I have the form of a woman, I have the
heart of a man !" an observation which her extraordinary prowess in
the fight fully justified. She was to be seen every where in the heat
of the battle, encouraging and exciting her troops; wherever the
greatest danger was, there, too, was the energetic Queen of Akim.
Her conduct reminds us of Queen Bess at Tilbury Fort, and per-
haps still more of Boadicea herself.